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for Mapumulo, and from three to four of us were to dress the wounds
on the backs of several Native rebels, who had received lashes. One of
us assisted at entering up the daily roll of patients treated by Captain
Howden. The stretcher-bearing work, however, had yet to come. Some
of the above work was partially interrupted or suspended as a helio-mes-
sage was received to forward a stretcher party to Otimati in connection
with operations that were to be undertaken by the B. M. R, column at
Thring's Post. Early on the morning of the 27th, therefore, one-half of
the Corps, with two stretchers under Sgt.-Major Gandhi and Sgt. Joshi
proceeded to Otimati, where instructions were received to take a stretcher
to carry one of the troopers who was dazed. Fortunately, the trooper
had recovered before the party reached Thring's Post. But by an un-
fortunate accident, another trooper, by name Forder, had received a
bullet-wound in the thigh from a co-trooper. He, however, pluckily rode
to the camp. The stretcher party had to assist Mr. Stokes, of the N. M. C.,
in treating the wounded trooper, and others, who had received slight in-
juries through accidents or otherwise, requiring medical help. On the
28th, the stretcher party at Otimati were to take to Mapumulo Private
Sutton of the Durban Reserves, whose toe was crushed under a waggon
wheel, and Trooper Forder. The latter had to be carried on a stretcher,
as his wound was very delicate. The work of carrying Trooper Forder
proved to be much heavier than we had thought. The energy of all the
available men had to be taxed to the utmost in carrying the wounded
men, especially as it meant going uphill all the way. As we were nearing
Mapumulo, the Captain of our escort sent word that, if it could be man-
aged, Forder should be placed in the ambulance waggon, as the Natives
about the hill might wrongly consider that the rebels had succeeded in
wounding at least one of our men. Trooper Forder, on hearing the message,
gladly volunteered to go into the waggon. And the fatigued bearers were
equally glad to be relieved of the necessity of having to carry their charge
up the very steep hill near Mapumulo. With this brief interruption, then,
the whole Corps resumed its former work, with which it had commenced,
and continued to do so till the morning of the 3rd July, a day that will
ever remain memorable to the members of the Corps.
HEAVY WORK
At 9 p.m. on the .2nd July, the Corps was ordered to follow a com-
bined column at 2-30 a.m. the next morning which was to operate in the
Umvoti Valley. We had to take two days' rations with us, our blankets,
and five stretchers. We did so, and the march commenced at 3 a.m. on
the 3rd. There were no waggons with the column, and, with the exception
of the infantry, which had gone forward before, all were mounted men
whom we had to follow. Men in the rear were to guard us* We were
all unarmed. But as the troops galloped away in front of us and we followed
them, we were quickly out-distanced, However, we marched on, trying,
as far as possible, to overtake the column, but it was a hopeless task. There